
The Children's Guardian 

What is CAFCASS? 

The job of the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service – CAFCASS – is to 

safeguard and promote the welfare of children involved in family court proceedings. We 

work with children and their families, making sure children’s voices are heard and their needs 

are met. 

They advise the court so the decisions they make are in the best interests of children. They 

are independent of the courts, social services, education and health authorities and all similar 

agencies. They only work in the family courts. These are not criminal courts. 

1. The Children Act 2004 places a statutory duty on bodies and agencies working with 

children to make arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, particularly 

in terms of being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive 

contribution and achieving economic wellbeing. 

2. In this leaflet, the term ‘social services’ refers to the work of local authorities in 

undertaking their Social Services function, and particularly children’s social care. 

What is a Children’s Guardian? 

Children’s Guardians are qualified in social work and trained and experienced in working 

with children and families. 

They are appointed by the court to represent the rights and interests of children in cases that 

involve social services. 

They are independent of social services, courts and everyone else involved in the case. 

Children’s Guardians work for CAFCASS or may be self-employed and contracted by us. 

What do Children’s Guardians do? 

Children’s Guardians are there to help achieve the best possible outcomes for the children 

they represent. In particular, they: 

 appoint a solicitor for the child who specialises in working with children and families 

 advise the court about what work needs to be done before the court makes its 

decisions 

 write a report for the court saying what they think would be best for the child. 

The Report 

The Report must tell the court about the wishes and feelings of the child. 



To do this, the Children’s Guardian spends time getting to know the child and members of 

their family. They talk to other people who know the family, such as relatives, teachers, 

social workers and health visitors. They attend meetings on behalf of the child, check records 

and read reports and statements. They may also recommend to the court that other 

professionals are asked to help, such as a paediatrician or a psychologist. 

Is what I tell the Children’s Guardian confidential? 

Any information you give to the Children’s Guardian may be included in their report to the 

court, and the information may be passed on for other purposes. For example, it is sometimes 

necessary to pass information to another agency if there is a child safeguarding concern. In 

addition, we are authorised to carry out research to benefit children and families and from 

time to time your information may be used anonymously in such research. 

Does the Children’s Guardian always recommend what a child wants? 

Although Children’s Guardians always consider the wishes and feelings of the child and 

report on this to the court, their report will also say what they think is best. This may not be 

the same as what the child wants. 

Does the court always do what the Children’s Guardian advises? 

It is the court that decides what will happen, but the court will take careful notice of what the 

Children’s Guardian says. If a court disagrees with what a Children’s Guardian has 

recommended it will explain why. 

Will I see the Children’s Guardian’s report? 

The Children’s Guardian will normally discuss their report with you before it is sent to the 

court. When it is sent to the court it is also sent to your solicitor, if you have one, or direct to 

you. 

Child Safety 

They undertake checks with other agencies to find out whether children are at risk of 

significant harm. This includes where children have witnessed domestic violence. Routine 

checks are undertaken with police, social services and the Child Protection Register. 

They will let you know if further checks are needed with additional agencies (e.g. GPs, 

schools). Information will be used in the preparation of a report for court and may also be 

shared with social services. They will not support arrangements that put at risk the safety of 

children or young people and their carers. 

 


